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My experience at RMC St-Jean
In the context of RMC's 70th anniversary
celebrations, I present to you the
Department of Engineering as I knew it
during my return to the Royal Military
College (RMC) as Professor of Engineering
from January 1970 to July 1973.

The Engineering department was established in September
1969 at the request of the Royal Military College (RMC) to
prepare Officer Cadets (OC) for possible later engineering
studies in Kingston. All members of this new department were
serving military personnel. The courses that we gave were
industrial design, descriptive geometry, resistance of
materials, and surveying.

Later, we became responsible for the creation,
installation, and management of the Computer Center
with perforated cards and tapes and the associated
courses in programming (Fortran), Numerical Analysis and
Numerical Methods.
In my case, after studying at CMR from 1958 to 1961 and
graduating from RMC in 1964 with a Mechanical
Engineering degree, I was serving as Navigator at 437
Squadron in Trenton when, in December 1969, I received
the message announcing my transfer to CMR. It was
completely unexpected and I was very pleasantly
surprised because I had to report to the Director of
Studies to teach. My academic grades in the two Colleges
as a student, from 1958 to 1964, did not let me to expect
such a good outcome.
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Teaching in the
Engineering Department
At the department, I was greeted by Capt. Claude Belhumeur, who
was the Department Head, and Capt. Gilles Lamoureux, a former
classmate. Over the following years, other military officers such
as Paul Hession, Jean Bélanger, Eric Martin joined the department.
I also found again several of my former teachers like Mr. Harding,
Anctil, Jarry, Brière, Ladouceur, Bissonette and several others who
were still working at CMR. It was a familiar environment.
Our teaching task, some 2 or 3 courses per semester, required
great preparation to meet students, French and English speaking,
in class. In addition, we all took master's courses during the
evenings at the universities of Montreal to improve on our first
degree. The days were busy.
I also took advantage of my 2nd stay at RMC to join the RMC
hockey team as an assistant coach to the coach, Capt. Rheo
Lavigne. It was there that I met the Cadottes, Michauds, Trahans,
and several others whom I still see occasionally today.
I was promoted to Major in 1972 and appointed Head of
Department at that time. The Commandant, General Jack Cadieux,
whom I had known as an electricity professor at the RMC, as well
took the opportunity to appoint me President of the Officers'
Mess. Again, that was a busy year especially with the visit of
Governor General His Excellency Roland Michener and his wife.
All that to say that I enjoyed my 3-year return to CMR. These
were very busy, interesting, and very satisfying years.
Today, I am very proud to still be associated with CMR through
the Fort Saint Jean Chapter, which is very active in supporting the
College through its activities and its Foundation and bringing
alumni back to their alma mater.

